Dorset Seasearch

NeWSIetter Wlnter 2011 www_seasearch.org.uk

WILDLIFE
TRUST

i |

As ever, Seasearch divers have managed to make the best of rather glorious but often uncertain

conditions and the records sent in have been very interesting. Sites visited this year include the

recommended Marine Conservation Zones, two refurbished pipelines and several visits off the east

side of Portland. Most forms are all in now but please do send any outstanding ones in as soon as

you can, although entry for the photo competition is now closed. This year the competition is

being judged very kindly by Frances Dipper. Thank you to all for the participation and support this

year . Next yeards schedule is on the | ast two pages
details. Please read this as there are changes. Lastly T Merry Christmas and all the best for 2012!

Sightings and Surveys for 2011

During the course of 2011 Dorset Wildlife Trust
giving us 20 dives sites with plenty of data. These trips visited Weymouth Bay, Poole Bay,

Christchurch, Swanage, the Purbecks and Lyme Bay. The weather,

as usual waylaid some of the best laid plans but overall, a lot of
targeted sites were reached. These included the rather surprisingly
diverse refurbished storm pipes off Branksome Beach and Solent &
Beach (one John Dory spotted!), the recently recommend Marine
Conservation Zone site of Stennis Ledges, the sponge and pink
seafan reefs on Lulworth Banks and some of the boulder reefs on
the west side of Portland that are included in the proposed Special
Area of Conservation for Portland to Studland. There is more Greater pipefish ( Syngnathus acus ) on
information on the marine protected area network process on [Branksame Ceach siorm pipeline
Page 3. The Stennis Ledges site was of particular use as the
Wildlife Trusts will be collating all of their data for recommended §
MCZs in the run up to the public consultation next year. This site
was one we managed to push forward in the process by using §
v previous data from
Seasearch divers.

New records this year
{ include yet more anemone
. shrimp (Periclimenes

saglttlfer) from Balaclava Snakelocks anemone ( Anemonia viridis) on
the storm pipe at Solent Beach,
Bay, Chesil Cove, White Christchurch

Nothe and Poole Bay. They

were also spotted by divers in Devon this year. Another first
for Dorset was a Seasearch record for black face blenny
(Tripterygion delaisi) in Poole Bay. Within Dorset they are much more commonly spotted around
Swanage Pier and Portland.

As part of the Boscombe art|f|C|aI surf reef study, Seasearch divers also contributed to two
= surveys on the reef, one in June and one October. These were
done at similar times to last year and again there were several
observations of interest. One was the increased cover again from
last year, with almost 100% of the reef now covered in algae, sea
squirts and sponge. In addition there were quite a number of
greater pipefish on the reef. With the structure now closed to
surfing due to damage, it will be interesting to see what the fate of
the structure will be next year. Further information on the reef
_study can be found on Bournemouth
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Sightings and Surveys for 2011

Over the past year there have also been some excellent sightings of raysi undulates, thornbacks
and spotted. Although fairly difficult to capture on
camera, this image from Richard Yorke at Christchurch
shows the fabulous markings on undulates rays. Other
W sites visited this year by Seasearchers have included
% the popular wrecks of the Kyarra, Fleur de Lys and the
§ Black Hawk. Peveril Point, Mupe Rocks, Chesil Cove

% and Lulworth Banks were also visited adding to the

@ useful long term data for these sites. We would like to
remind divers that the Doris seabed map is still
available to download for dive planning using Google

™ Earthi please let us know if you are finding it useful!

http:tinyurl.com/dorismap

We are working on updated version that will have
all the Dorset Seasearch dive sites on there as well
as more underwater photographs.

In total so far this year we have had 138 forms sent
directly to us with approximately another 40 for

Dorset received via Chr
end of the year it wildl ELSRER.

Two of our Seasearchers have been working on ~ From the Doris seabed map of Peveril Ledges,
an improved pdf version of the Surveyor form and SWwanage and the Purbecks looking from east to

when they get to a standard they are happywith, \évesztloog Google E 2010 Infoterra Ltd
we will send out some trial versions for comments US Navy, NGA, GEBCO. Image E Getmap
next year. We need to make sure that sketches
remain with the forms and that divers find them easy
enough to use. So please keep an eye on the national
website and the DWT one for more updates. And

thank you to Mike and Richard for piloting the forms.

The results from the photo competition will be
announced at the beginning of February and the
winning shots will be included in the annual report due
at the end of March. Our thanks in advance to Frances
Dipper for taking on the judging this year. We have
created a shortlist for Frances from ALL of the

Pink sea fan ( Eunicella verrucosa ) on the Black Hawk.

photographs sent to us this year by mid-December. e
Pictures have been selected on the basis of usefulness

for Seasearch, i.e. capturing interesting or unique

behaviour, rare species, good representation of habitats or species for identification or just
something really unique and interesting. It is not judged on technique or skill and we have only
entered a maximum of three photos per diver and only where there were forms included with the
images. As with this year, the results will be sent to the media to promote Seasearch diving.

Lastly, as the Dorset Seasearch Coordinator | would like to say a massive, massive thank you to

all who have supported and taken part in Dorset Seasearch over the past five years whilst | have
been coordinating the project. Il tds been a gree
some great divers. As of January | will be moving on but will be continuing to assist (and dive!)

with Dorset Seasearch. So | hope to see many of you in 2012, on the boat!- Kathryn
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MCZ update

Many of you will be aware of the regional stakeholder led projects to identify Marine Conservation

Zones in England, which reached their conclusion a few weeks ago. The projects were working

to recommend MCZs (rMCZs) and their proposals have been published. The recommendations
propose 127 MCZs, covering 15.3% of Englandds s
Reference Areas, which are supposed to be highly protected marine reserves that allow marine

life to develop with no direct physical impacts from human activities.

For Dorset, there have been several sites recommended, some more viable than others. Stennis
Ledges, Studland Bay and Poole Rocks are rMCZs that have all drawn on information submitted
from Dorset Wildlife Trust using our data and Seasearch data. Whilst this is a positive step, there
are concerns that the recommended sites will not all go through and the network we end up with
will be much reduced. It is therefore very important that the sites are supported during the public
consultation in 2012 and that further data to justify the sites is gathered throughout the coming
months. Seasearch divers can play a very positive role in gathering this information and a lot of
diving next year may focus on the rMCZs.

This has been a confusing time for marine protected area development as there has been
another process ongoing for the marine Special Area for Conservation for Studland to Portland.
This new SAC, designated for reefs, only overlaps entirely with one site in the rMCZ networki the
reference site off Portland Billi and slightly with two others.

The map below shows the sites put forward for Dorset, that include three reference areas (one in
the Fleet, one off Portland Bill for mussel beds and one further offshore for chalk reef). The
pPSAC is also shown to demonstrate the coverage that could be achieved for Dorset waters.
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Seasearch is a national project involving volunteer sports divers in marine biological surveys. The project is co-ordinated in Dorset by DWT and
nationally by the Marine Conservation Society on behalf of the Seasearch Steering Group. Dorset Seasearch would like to acknowledge funding
and support from the organisations below.

For more information on Seasearch please visit www.seasearch.org.uk or email info@seasearch.org.uk
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Year of the slug!

Every year there are lots of records for sealugs of all shapes and varieties but this year there
seems to have been a brilliant number of photographs as well. This seemed like a good time to
take advantage of my position and dedicate a whole page to the wonderful photographs that were
taken this year. | have provided credits for the photos but not the speciesi see how well you can

do with identifying them!
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