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Welcome to the Spring/Summer newsletter, our first for 2010. Our Seasearch year in Dorset has
started with two courses and some weekend diving. A Il very chilly and with visibility varying
between 0.5m to 11m! We have also seen the launch  of the online seabed map as part of our
DORIS work, the publication of the 2009 Annual Repo  rt and the results of the Seasearch
photography competition. In addition to the program me outlined in the last newsletter, we have
some evening dives from Poole to include to the act ivities in Dorset this year.

Once again we took a selection of some the best and most enlightening photographs sent in from
Seasearch dives last year, to be entered into the Dorset Seasearch Photography Competition.
From over 500 photographs, we whittled it down to 65. Several things were considered in the
judging— quality of the photograph, usefulness for Seasearch records, unusual behaviour or rare
species or good habitat representation. Photographs must have been taken in Dorset and been
sent in with a Seasearch record.

Local marine biologist and underwater photographer Lin Baldock was kind enough to give her
time to judge the final selection and from the 65 anonymous pictures, she selected one winner
and three runners up.

Left— the winning photograph was taken by Nick
Owen off Portland Bill last May. It shows a very
close up shot of a solitary hydroid (Corymorpha
nutans) in gravel. Not widely abundant, solitary
hydroids are occasionally seen in Dorset and tend
to appear in the spring.

Runners up: Below left— Richard Yorke's conger
eel (Conger conger) occupying a hole in a
spectacular rocky reef off Swanage, with a leopard
spotted goby and prawn. A lot can be told about
the habitat too from the sponges and other
encrusting life on the surrounding rock.

Below middle— A great habitat scale shot of a
rocky reef, taken by Jayne Szekely off White

" Nothe last June. A gravel sea cucmumber in the
sediment in the foreground provides scale.

Below far right— another great habitat scale shot of
a reef with branching sponges and hydroids by
Mike Markey, taken on Lulworth Banks last May.




Seasearch Courses

In the earlier part of this year’'s season we have held two courses and one weekend'’s charter.
Back at the beginning of April we had the first Observer course of this year, attended by 11
people at our Urban Wildlife Centre in Poole. Tutors were Kathryn and Peter and we had a great
group of divers, many of whom braved the chilly waters for
some qualifying dives the next day in Poole Bay.
Unfortunately the visibility was not cooperating and our poor
Observers had less than a meter to deal with! None the less,
all got at least one form out of the day. Thanks to Mike for
skippering and Matt and Polly who came along to lend a hand
with forms.

Ij ™D

Later in April we held another seaweed identification course at
Swanage pier. Lin Baldock tutored again for us, with
the assistance of Jenny Mallinson from Southampton
University. Eleven participants meant another great
turn out with seaweed fans travelling from as far as
Norfolk. The course included a lovely dive on Peveril
Ledges where divers collected a few samples to try
their ID skills on. Swange Pier trust hosted us again
and Mike provided the charter so our thanks to them as
well as Lin and Jenny for a very thorough and
interesting weekend.

Top: Jenny pointing out some of the finer feature of
red algae! RS

L Above: A small frond of one of the deeper green
Seasearch D|V|ng seaweeds— Bryopsis plumosa. KD

Early May saw our first Seasearch weekend out of Weymouth, once more on Divetime. Unlike
our first trip out, we had spectacular visibility, with forms coming in recording 11 metres off
Kimmeridge Ledges. The wonderful scenery was shown to it's best under the conditions -
stunning ledges off Broad Bench and Brandy Bay;
impressively large boulders off St Oswald’s Bay, topped off
with some scenic seagrass and chalk reefs in Worbarrow
where some small cuttles and an abundance of hermit crabs
made an appearance. Also recorded was one spotted ray,
a large cuttlefish, an Icelandic cyprine and several bream
nests and very diverse sea oak and red algae habitat off the
ledges near Broad Bench. Paul Pike delivered another
fantastic trip so thank you to him and we look forward to our

next Divetime in October. Large boulders with abundant faunal turf off St

Oswald’s Bay, Lulworth. MM

Above Panorama with bedrock cleared of sed|ment by nestlng black bream off
Broad Bench. PT Right: A small cuttle (Sepiola atlantica )in
seagrass in Worbarrow Bay. RY




In the last few Dorset Seasearch newsletters we have kept you up to date with DWT’s marine
survey work under DORIS (Dorset Integrated Seabed Study)- a collaborative project with the
Maritime and Coastguard Agency and Channel Coastal Observatory, with a grant of £300,000
from Viridor Credits Environmental Company . A major component of this work has been the
production of a very high resolution seabed map, of which we have already published several
images from in the Seasearch newsletters. It has always been the aim of this project to have the
map available not only to agencies and conservation organisations but also the public. After
some weeks of tweaking, uploading, refining and labelling, the map is now ready to be
downloaded and used by all to explore the underwater landscapes of Dorset. This map is the first
of it's kind to be freely available to the public and can be used to see all sorts of wonderful
features such as rocky reefs and gullies, ancient river channels and wrecks. Peter Tinsley,
DWT’s marine Conservation Officer, said “This map marks a huge step for the marine
environment. Already it has enabled us to find important wildlife hotspots and we want to continue
pushing back the boundaries of knowledge about a part of the county that still holds many
mysteries.”

The map, which features photographs of the seabed as well bathymetric information, can be
downloaded as a Google Earth file and viewed using free Google Earth software. Users can
zoom into area of interest, look at the photographs and when used alongside other Google Earth
files available from DWT, view sites of past Seasearch dives.

What we are now very keen for Seasearchers and all other recreational divers to do, is to pick
areas of interest from the map for dive sites and then send us as much information as they can
about the site. We can interpret a vast amount about the marine landscape form this map but we
still want to learn more about what'’s living down there in the different areas. Seasearch has been
enormously helpful in filling in the gaps and we want to continue this progression. The more
know, the better we can manage the area for marine conservation.

To view the map you will need a copy of Google Earth, which is free to download. The maps

itself is available from http://tinyurl.com/dorismap Any photographs or information you collect

from using this map to plan your dives will be very valuable and we would love for you to send us
. : what you can. For

i b & more information

oo : |8 on DORIS and

BN o § : # DWT'’s work

B please visit our

website.

A snapshot of the map available for free and viewed using Google Earth. Thousands of images of the
seabed are also available to view, as well locations of famous wrecks and the geology of the seabed. 3



June 19/20"™  (Fully booked)
July 10/11 " (One space left) Weymouth Bay and Lyme Bay,
July 24/ 25" and August 21 *'/22" (One space left) . Both Poole Bay and east Purbecks
September 4/5 " (One space left) Weymouth Bay and Portland
October 2 /3" Weymouth Bay and Portland

Evening Dives from Poole Quay on Peveril Myth
Tuesday 22 June
Tuesday 27 July
Tuesday 24 August
Leaving Poole Quay at 6pm for one dive in Poole Harbour or Poole Bay, weather depending. £15/£18pp

All enquiries for courses and diving to kdawson@dor setwildlifetrust.org.uk
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All of the data from 2009 Seasearch has was entered into the marine
database over the winter and the report that come out of the data analysis
is now available to download or read online. The report details all of
DWT’s Seasearch activities over the year, highlights some of the
interesting features and species recorded and summaries some of the
trends and numbers seen over the year. The report is available on the
Seasearch website or for a printed copy please email Kathryn.

A new leaflet has been designed, specially to
promote Dorset Seasearch and raise awareness
about ways to get involved with volunteer dive
surveys. Using photographs taken by
Seasearchers in Dorset, the leaflet highlights how
to get involved in Seasearch, the value of the
information collected so far by volunteers and how
we hope the DORIS work can, with Seasearch,
take this further. If think you know of a good outlet
to display these leaflets, or you would like some to
put up at your dive club, please get in touch.

Dorset Wildlife Trust— working to protect Dorset’s wildlife for the future, Brookland’s Farm, Forston, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 7AA; Tel: 01305
264620; Fax: 01305251120. Registered Charity No 200222. For more information about DWT, our work and the Seasearch project, please visit
www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk or email kdawson@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk

Newsletter prepared by K Dawson. Photo credits: RY— Richard Yorke; PT— Peter Tinsley; KD— Kathryn Dawson; RS— Rob Spray; MM— Mike
Markey

Seasearch is a national project involving volunteer sports divers in marine biological surveys. The project is co-ordinated in Dorset by DWT and
nationally by the Marine Conservation Society on behalf of the Seasearch Steering Group. For more information on Seasearch please visit

www.seasearch.org.uk or email info@seasearch.org.uk

DWT would like to acknowledge the support and funding received for Dorset Seasearch from Natural England, the Environment Agency and
Viridor Credits.




